August 2007

Dear Students,


Our theme this school year is inspired from a passage in the book of Micah, where we are reminded of our calling, not just as Christians, but as people of God: to act with justice, to love tenderly, to serve one another, and to walk humbly with God.  Put simply, “We are called.”


We are called to act with justice.  A commitment to serve others – to answer the Gospel’s call to care for those in need – is central to our mission as a Jesuit school, and to our role in the larger, global Jesuit community.  But it is not enough to merely help someone who is suffering; we must show concern for who they are and what injustice they face.


We are called to love tenderly.  Saint Ignatius teaches us that love shows itself in deeds more than words.  It is our obligation not just to say we love one another, but to show that love, as well.  Our actions – whether in the classroom, on the field, in the halls, or at home – should always be motivated by love.


We are called to serve another.  Prep students spent more than 18,500 hours volunteering in the community last year.  We donated thousands of dollars to Jesuit missions in Micronesia, Nigeria, South Dakota, and Russia, and purchased and delivered more than 300 Christmas presents to six needy families in our archdiocese.  In those, and in countless other, ways, service has become part of the fabric of our Prep lives.


We are called to walk humbly with God.  We must work to find God in all moments – whether they be positive times or difficult ones.  That task becomes easier when we answer these “callings” together – as a team, as a school community, as a family.


It’s not difficult to see why this year’s theme, “We Are Called…,” fits so well at Saint Peter’s Prep.  This is a journey that we are on together and I look forward to answering the call with you in the months ahead.  In the meantime, take the time to review the information on the back of this letter; it includes important Campus Ministry dates and news regarding the upcoming year.
God Bless,

Mr. Ryan Heffernan

Director of Campus Ministry

(OVER)
Freshmen:
· “IgNite” Retreat (Starts after-school on Oct. 16 and ends at 2:30 p.m. on Oct. 17): A mandatory overnight retreat for all freshmen, taking place at Prep.  Families should have received a letter about the retreat earlier this month.  More information will be provided during the start of school.
Sophomores:
· Halftime Retreat (March 12, 2008): Sophomores will be released from class for a mandatory retreat that examines three questions – “Where have I been?” “Where am I?” and “Where am I going?”  More information will be provided at the start of the spring semester.

· Grad-at-Grad Conversations (April 8, 9, 10, 15, and 17, 2008):  Sophomores and their parents/guardians are required to take part in a “Grad-at-Grad Conversation,” which is a half-hour individual reflection with a Saint Peter’s Prep employee.  The conversation will allow the sophomore and his parents to reflect on the accomplishments of his first two years at Prep, to set goals for his last two years, and to review and discuss these reflections with a Prep teacher, administrator, or staff member.  The context and agenda for the conversation is taken in part from the sophomore Halftime Retreat and from the Grad-at-Grad statement, which is in the second-half of Prep’s Philosophy and Goals statement in the Student Handbook.  We have scheduled five dates to accommodate the entire class.  Each family will sign up for a half-hour block (3:30 p.m. 4 p.m., 4:30 p.m., 6 p.m., 6:30 p.m., and 7 p.m.) on one of the five days.  More information will be distributed in January.
Juniors:
· Many of you have already signed-up for Emmaus.  Specific retreat assignments will be released when school starts.  See Mr. Heffernan if you have not yet registered for Emmaus!  Though the retreat isn’t mandatory, many students refer to it as a defining moment in their Prep careers.
· Don’t forget to bring your Christian Service Journal to school with you in September.  Adequate completion of a reflection journal is required in order to fulfill junior-year service hours.
Seniors:
· Kairos is here!  Be part of the inaugural Kairos retreat, from Tuesday, Oct. 2, to Friday, Oct. 5, 2007.  Kairos II is scheduled for Tuesday, Feb. 5, to Friday, Feb. 8, 2008.  Sign-up sheets will be distributed during the first week of classes.
